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October 25 – 26, 2023 
Chief Drygeese Centre - Dettah, NWT 

Theme: Inspiring our future water stewards 



Please join us at the 14th Annual Water Stewardship Strategy Implementation Workshop on October 
25-26, 2023 at the Chief Drygeese Centre in Dettah! 

This year's workshop theme, "Inspiring Our Future Water Stewards", focuses on NWT future water 
leaders' engagement and capacity building by bringing Water Partners together for a collaborative 
approach and knowledge sharing for the 14th time since the release of the Northern Voices, Northern 
Waters: NWT Water Stewardship Strategy (the Water Strategy).  

The workshop will also provide a venue to discuss successes, challenges and opportunities for 
continued collaboration to achieve the goals of the NWT Water Stewardship Strategy and the 2021-
2025 Action Plan. 

 

 

 

Key objectives of the workshop will include:  

1. Discuss opportunities for NWT future water leaders’ engagement and capacity building. 
2. Highlight successes, opportunities, challenges, and needs to advance water stewardship in the 

NWT.   
3. Provide a platform for Water Partners to share, network, and build partnerships with one 

another.  
4. Emphasize the importance of individual and collective responsibilities to ensure the waters of 

the NWT remain clean, abundant, and productive for all time.  
 

 
 
 
 
   

 
 

For more information, contact: 
 

Nicole Beningabire Twagira, Department of Environment and Climate Change, Government of the Northwest Territories  
nicole_beningabire-twagira@gov.nt.ca   |   867-767-9234 ext. 53142|   nwtwaterstewardship.ca   

https://www.gov.nt.ca/sites/ecc/files/resources/nwt_water_stewartship_strategy_web.pdf
mailto:nicole_beningabire-twagira@gov.nt.ca


DAY 1: Wednesday October 25, 2023 
8:30am Bus Departs Yellowknife (Explorer Hotel) for Dettah 

9:00am 
Welcome and Opening Prayer 

• Review Meeting Protocols, Overview of the two-day event
Welcoming Remarks from Dr. Erin Kelly, Deputy Minister, Environment and Climate Change

9:30am 
Hearing from the NWT Water Stewardship Indigenous Steering Committee 

• Importance of youth’s involvement in water stewardship
• Ways youth are engaged in the communities

10:15am NWT Water Stewardship Strategy Action Plan Implementation Updates 

10:30am Health Break 

10:45am 

Youth Panel: Engagement and Capacity Building Opportunities 
• Steph Woodworth, Project Director, Northern Youth Leadership
• Emily Sabourin, Second-year Law Student in Joint Indigenous Law and Canadian Common Law degree

program 
• Madeline Patenall, MSc. Student in Integrative Biology at Wilfrid Laurier University (Graduate

Research: Aims to assess the effects of hypolimnetic aeration on Frame Lake’s biological and
chemical recovery)

• Nicole Andreola, MSc. Student in Integrative Biology at Wilfrid Laurier University

11:30am 
Wetland Monitoring with Satellites: Facilitating the Use of New Wetland Maps for All 

• Dr. Nancy French, Senior Scientist and Technical Fellow, Michigan Tech Research Institute

12:00pm Lunch 

1:00pm Impacts of the 2014 Fires and their Implications on Water Quality and Aquatic Ecosystem Health 
• Dr. Jennifer Baltzer, Professor and Canada Research Chair in Forests and Global Change

1:45pm 

Overview of Groundwater in the Northwest Territories 
• Isabelle de Grandpré, Hydrologist, GNWT/ ECC
• Dr. Colby Steelman, Adjunct Professor, Environmental Geophysics and Hydrogeophysics, School of

Engineering, University of Guelph 
• Cindy Li, M.Sc. Candidate in hydrogeology, School of Engineering, University of Guelph
• Dan Palombi, Senior Advisor, Resource Geoscience, Alberta Geological Survey
• Dr. David Rudolph, Professor, Dept. of Earth and Environmental Sciences, University of Waterloo

2:45pm Health Break 

3:00pm 

Long Term Water Quality Monitoring Program & Great Slave Lake Research and Monitoring 
Program Update  

• Dr. Pete Cott, Senior Aquatic Quality Scientist, GNWT/ECC
• Jeffrey Cederwall, Aquatic Quality Scientist, GNWT/ECC

3:30pm 

Collaboration and Knowledge Sharing 
• Session #1: Threats from below: groundwater vulnerability in a changing world
• Session #2: Groundwater in transboundary regions: how to better understand and protect our shared

resource?
• Session #3: Groundwater knowledge acquisition and mobilisation: what do we want to learn next?

New project ideas and partnerships



 

 

 

 

4:15pm Wrap Up 

4:45pm Bus Departs Dettah for Yellowknife 

DAY 2: Thursday October 26, 2023 
8:30am Bus Departs Yellowknife (Explorer Hotel) for Dettah 

9:00am Welcome and Day 2 Agenda Overview 

9:15am 

Collaborative Community-Driven Water Monitoring in Fort Good Hope 
• Twyla Edgi-Masuzumi: Guardians Coordinator, K'ahsho Got'ine Foundation 
• Danny Masuzumi: Executive Director and Guardian, K'ahsho Got'ine Foundation 
• Buddy Gully, Marine Specialist and Guardian, K'ahsho Got'ine Foundation  
• Laura Krutko, Coordinator Aquatic Monitoring and Research, GNWT/ECC 

10:15am The Mackenzie River Basin Board State of the Aquatic Ecosystem Report 
• Paula Siwik, Executive Director, Mackenzie River Basin Board 

10:45am Health Break 

11:00am 
2023 NWT-Wide Community-Based Monitoring Program Update 

• Guylaine Ross, Watershed Partnership Scientist, GNWT/ ECC 

11:30am 
Assessment of Hydroclimate Effects on the West Arctic Aquatic Ecosystems: Great Slave Lake and 
Mackenzie River Systems 

• Dr. Xinhua Zhu, Research Scientist, Arctic Aquatic Research Division, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
12:00pm Lunch 

1:00pm 
Challenges and Successes of the Tłįchǫ Community-Driven Monitoring Programs 

• Dr. Paul Vecsei, Biologist, Lands Protection Division, Tłįchǫ Government 
• Terrell Knapton-Pain, GIS Assistant, Lands Protection Division, Tłįchǫ Government 

1:45pm NWT Cumulative Impact Monitoring Program Update 
• Lorraine Brekke, Manager NWT Cumulative Impact Monitoring Program 

2:15pm Canada Water Agency and its relevance to NWT Water Stewardship Objectives 
• Paula Siwik, Executive Director, Mackenzie River Basin Board 

2:35pm Health Break 

2:50pm Opportunities for Collaboration and Youth Engagement: Open Discussion among Water Partners  
• Water Partners discuss priority topics on which to collaborate 

4:00pm Wrap Up  

4:20pm Closing Remarks from Julian Kanigan, Assistant Deputy Minister, Environment and Climate Change 

4:45pm Bus Departs from Dettah for Yellowknife 
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